Neurocognitive impairments in brain tumor patients.
There is an increased scientific interest in cognitive impairments caused by brain tumors during the last decade. It has lead to the introduction and routine clinical usage of neuropsychological test batteries in brain tumor patients, thus making them an important clinical measure for the assessment of the efficacy of the different treatment regimens such as surgery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy. The effect of cognitive deficit on patients' quality of life and survival has been unequivocally proven. These are among the most common neurological symptoms associated with brain tumors. The improvement in cognitive function and delay in neurocognitive decline are acceptable endpoints in clinical trials. Cognition has been demonstrated to be an independent predictor of survival in patients with cerebral neoplasms.